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CREATING A POSITIVE
TRANSITION EXPERIENCE
We want to ensure our students experience a positive and successful
transition from primary to high school when year 7 moves to high school
in 2022. This move will be different to the way we usually transition
students, as there will be two cohorts of students - year 6s and year
7s - moving to a secondary setting in the same year in 2021.
With year 6 and 7 students both completing their final year of primary school in 2021,
it is important that students are provided with leadership opportunities and can equally
participate in activities that celebrate the conclusion of their years in primary schooling.
We know that for many parents and students, milestones such as school camp, sports carnivals and
final year school tops are important when they think about year 7 moving to high school. We also
know that some parents with year 7s graduating in 2021 want reassurance that their children will not
be ‘forgotten’ in the focus on the year 6 students departing primary school at the same time.
These are the types of themes that many schools are already thinking about and planning for. This toolkit
is an online resource intended to support principals in their communication and engagement with current
year 5 and 6 families in 2020, in preparation for their departure of primary school as a double cohort.

USING THE TOOLKIT
The move of year 7 to high school is a
significant change to our system, and
all public schools play a role in making
the move as smooth and successful as
possible for our students and families.
The toolkit is intended to be used as a guide, rather
than a checklist, to support leaders of all schools
that offer year 7 (primary schools, Area Schools,
R-12 schools). It should be used alongside the
primary school Implementation Tool. It contains
resources which can be modified to suit your local
context. You will need to consider which elements
are relevant to your school and community.

It is important that context is considered when
using the toolkit. This includes how long a
leader has been a principal, how long they have
been at the current school, and internal school
factors. An experienced principal may share this
resource with teachers for reference purposes.
For other principals, it will be a useful guide to
help manage the double cohort of year 6s and
7s in their final year of primary school in 2021.

In this toolkit:
• Newsletter insert
• Agenda for meeting/
information evening
• Suggested workshop/s
• Opportunities for student voice
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WHAT WE
LEARNED

ENGAGING
WITH FAMILIES

This toolkit has been collated in
response to feedback from:

We know from speaking with families that
they’re excited about the opportunities the
move of year 7 to high school will bring for
their child. However, we also know this is a
big change and there are various things to
consider to ensure a smooth experience.

• Interstate experiences. Both WA and Qld
moved year 7 to high school in 2015 and SA
has drawn from their experiences and advice.
• Our pilot schools. There are three SA schools
piloting year 7 in high school in 2020: John
Pirie Secondary School, Mitcham Girls High
School and Wirreanda Secondary School.
Feedback from parents and students has
been sought along the way, which includes:
» discussions with schools and leaders
on what has been helpful
» focus groups with parents and
students about their experiences
of year 7 in high school
• Schools currently offering year 7 in high
school in SA. Some schools such as Area
schools, R-12 schools and selected Secondary
schools already offer year 7 in high school.
• Conversations with partnerships, individual
schools and stakeholder groups.
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We have heard families of those students
graduating as a year 6 in 2021 are thinking about:
• the process of selecting a high school and
if they should have started this already
• whether their child will be ready for high school
• whether their child will participate in
the milestone activities associated with
the final year of primary school
At the same time, we know families of year
7s graduating in 2021 are thinking about:
• choosing a high school for their child
• whether their child will still get the
same final year experience or if they be
overlooked because of the year 6 cohort
• if their child will be ‘forgotten’ in high school
because they aren’t the youngest year
level starting, with year 7s entering high
school in the same year as the year 8s
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KEEPING FAMILIES INFORMED
There are a number of activities to consider for 2020, to ensure families of your current year
5 cohort are informed about how the move of year 7 to high school affects them.
It is important that the information primary schools receive from high schools is distributed
to families. This demonstrates to families that primary and secondary schools are
working together to support their child. It also helps primary school families to build an
understanding that high schools will be providing them with opportunities to engage.
We acknowledge that social distancing requirements have affected the way engagement activities
can be delivered, so schools are encouraged to consider how they can use technology or
social media platforms to engage with families if face-to-face interaction is not possible.
Open days

School structure

Some families may be interested in open days for
high schools. While applications for 2022 won’t
need to be submitted until 2021, there are some
families who may need the extra year to visit
and familiarise themselves with their options.

Some parents want to know how the move of year
7 to high school will change their child’s primary
schooling structure. A question frequently heard
from parents is whether all year 6s and 7s will be in
composite classes for 2021 because of the move.

ACTION

ACTION

Consider what you communicate
about open days, how you
communicate and when.

Think about what will be different
this year and next year as a result
of the move and the changes
that might be important to
communicate to parents now.

Transition program
Some parents want early assurance that they
will receive the information they need about
their child’s last year of primary school. This
may be different to the way you’d normally
communicate about transition activities.

ACTION
Consider how your current
transition program may need
to be modified for the double
cohort, including adjusting
timeframes for activities and
communicating earlier than usual.

YEAR 7 TO HIGH SCHOOL: PRIMARY SCHOOL TOOLKIT | 2020-2021

3

Including families in planning

Including students in planning

There are decisions about the departure of year
6s and 7s that will need to be made by your
school leadership team and governing council, yet
there may be opportunities to involve families.

Each school will have their own way of
incorporating student voice in school
planning. This may include:

Consider the role of families in supporting your
school to coordinate activities and contribute
to the positive experience of students in
their final years of primary schooling. While
the focus areas for primary schools will vary
across the state, schools will be familiar with
the common activities outlined below.
Think about how these activities will cater to both
year 6 and 7 students finishing primary school:
• final year tops/hoodies and whether you will
you have different designs for year 6s and 7s
• school camp/Canberra camp

• forming a special student representative
committee with current year 5
students (year 6s in 2021)
• class discussions
• a ‘Classes of 2021’ workshop with year 6s and 7s
• student design of clothing or events (e.g.
graduation tops and celebrations)

ACTION
Consider ways to involve
students in planning activities
to celebrate their final years
of primary schooling

• school captains/student leaders
• sports programs (e.g. SAPSASA)
• mentoring programs
• final year privileges (e.g. a special area
for recess and lunch, leading school
assemblies, school crossing monitors)
• school disco
• graduation

ACTION
Think about the themes important
to students and how families can
be involved in creating a positive
experience for year 6s and 7s
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APPENDIX A

Example newsletter inserts
Year 7 to high school update

Year 7 to high school transition planning

As you may know, year 7 is moving to high
school in 2022. This means that if your child is
in year 5 or 6 this year, they will graduate from
primary school next year. Having two year levels
graduate at the same time is a unique situation
and we want to assure you that our students will
experience a positive and successful transition
from primary to high school. To ensure the
experience is memorable, we are considering
how leadership opportunities, seniors jumpers,
graduation ceremonies and participation in
activities that were historically 'year 7' events
will include year 6 students. We will provide
you with further information about our plans.

A team of cross-school primary and high
school teachers and leaders have been working
together to identify the ‘best practice’ around
transition and then exploring how this can be
adapted to suit our particular community.

Year 7 to high school parent information session
We are planning for the departure of our year
6s and 7s, who will be taught in a high school
setting from 2022. In order to prepare for the
move, there will be an information session held
in the library. We will be focusing on how we
construct the environment for the students at
our school to ensure a successful final year of
primary school. Following on from the meeting, I
will ask for a small group of interested parents to
form a working party to continue this focus using
feedback gathered throughout the evening. We will
also undertake a similar process with year 5 and 6
students. Further details will be provided next week.
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Some of the focus areas include:
• curriculum development
• creating a wellbeing program
• consulting with year 5 and 6 students
about their needs and concerns
• selecting Transition Day dates
and creating activities
A year 6 to 7 Transition Day will take place, with
two pre-transition visits scheduled for earlier
in the term. A Parent Information evening will
also be held. Further details about both of
these scheduled events will be published as
the dates draw closer. Regular updates will be
provided about our Year 7 into High School
progression, however if you require further
information, please contact the school directly.
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APPENDIX B

Example parent information session agenda
(may need to take place virtually)

AGENDA
Subject
Date of meeting
Chair
Agenda

Year 7 to High School Update
Day, date month 2020

Time

4.00 – 5.00pm

<insert name>

Location

<insert room/address>

Welcome and introduction
Year 7 to HS update
• Year 7 will move to high school in 2022.

1.

• Parents can find out more information through the
department’s website at www.education.sa.gov.au/7toHS
• Provide copies of latest Parent Update
Timeline of activities

2.

• What you need to know now
• Decision points for parents
Site level considerations
• Graduation jumpers

3.

• Graduation ceremonies
• Leadership roles
• School/Canberra camp
• Class structure

4.

5.

6.

BREAK FOR TABLE TALK /Q&A
Getting involved
• Nominations for small working group
SESSION CLOSES
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APPENDIX C

Example student voice workshop
(years 5 and 6 in 2020/years 6 and 7 in 2021)
Student Assembly
Host a year 6/7 assembly to provide
students with similar information about the
move to high school to the parent session,
and allow plenty of time for Q&A.
Student workshops (class by class)
Hold student workshops and pose the
following questions to students (you may
also like to include other questions):
• What are you looking forward to?
• What are you concerned about?
• How would you like to celebrate
the end of primary school?
• What milestones do you think are important
to help create a positive experience when
you finish primary school? (provide examples,
e.g. graduation tops, having a ceremony)
• Other suggestions
• Open Q&A
Identify themes, achievability and budget for
the issues students identify and take action to
implement suggestions where applicable.
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